
   EARLY YEARS TOPIC OVERVIEW 

P.T.O. for additional texts  

Autumn 1 (8 wks) 
2 Sep-25 Oct 

Autumn 2 (7wks) 
4 Nov-20 Dec 

Spring 1 (6 wks) 
6 Jan-14 Feb 

Spring 2 (6 wks) 
24 Feb-3 Apr 

Summer 1 (5 wks) 
20 Apr-22 May 

Summer 2 (7 wks) 
1 Jun-17 Jul 

Identity 
Family & Friends 
Autumn 
Diwali – 27

th
 Oct 

Winter 
Christmas 
Bonfire Night – 5

th
 Nov 

Light & Dark 
Day & Night 
Chinese New Year 25

th
 

Jan 
 
 

The World 
Africa 
Animals 
Shrove Tuesday – 25

th
 Feb 

World Book Day – 5
th

 
Mar 
Mothers’ Day – 22

nd
 Mar 

Easter – 12
th

 April  

Food & Healthy Eating 
Growing Plants 
Minibeasts 
(Farm – trip) 
Eid – 24

th
 May? 

Holidays 
Transport 
Under the Sea 
Imagination  
Creative writing 
Fathers’ Day – 21

st
 Jun 

  

 
This classic campfire 
chant with its rich 
onomatopoeic language 
sweeps children up 
from the very first line to 
take them on a fantastic 
memorable romp in 
which they cannot help 
but join in. Helen 
Oxenbury’s beautiful 
colour washed 
illustration conspire to 
make this book an 
essential and tactile 
experience for all young 
readers so that they will 
want to talk about and 
revisit it repeatedly. 

 
The Gruffalo is an 
award winning 
children's book based 
on a traditional folk tale 
from China. It tells the 
story of a mouse who 
takes a walk in the 
woods where he meets 
three animals – a fox, 
an owl, and a snake. 
They each invite the 
mouse home hoping to 
eat him for dinner. 

 
Do you ever wonder if 
somewhere, not too far 
away, there might be 
monsters? What if this 
monster wanted to eat 
you and was making his 
way from his home in 
the hills towards you in 
your cosy home? 

 
Bright paper-cut 
pictures of forest 
animals illustrate this 
traditional West African 
folk tale. Nyame the 
Sky-God covets 
Leopard’s drum and 
offers a reward. But 
only the little soft-
shelled tortoise can 
think of a way of 
capturing it - with 
Leopard inside. Her 
reward: a hard shell. 

 
A lovely story about a 
ladybird who overhears 
a secret plan to steal 
the prize cow. Through 
team work and 
communication the 
animals work together 
to foil the burglars and 
save the cow. 

 
An eyecatching picture book 
using photographs to depict a 
child’s imaginative game as 
he plays with the present of a 
toy London bus. The bus has 
a multitude of adventures, 
including speeding through a 
plate of beans and falling into 
the garden pond. The text 
mimics a child’s descriptive 
dialogue as he plays, 
switching between the words 
of the bus and the child 
himself. 

*In the Foundation Stage we aim, primarily, to follow the children’s interests.  This book list is subject to change and should be used as a guide only. 
 



Additional texts: 

Identity 
Family & Friends 
Relationships 

Light & Dark 
Day & Night 
Autumn 

Imagination  
Creative writing  

The World 
Africa 
Animals 

Farm 
Growing Plants 
Food & Healthy Eating 
Minibeasts 

Holidays 
Transport 
Under the Sea 

   
 

   

 
     

  

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

    

 
 


