
    YEAR 2 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

YEAR 2 
AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

HAPPY HEALTHY ME! FIRE! FIRE! SPACE INVADERS OUR WONDERFUL WORLD THE DEEP DRAGONS 

ENGLISH Reading: 
Writing: 

 Draft and write by noting 
ideas, key phrases and 
vocabulary, and composing 
and rehearsing sentences 
orally;  

  sequence sentences to 
form short narratives; 

  write for different 
purposes including about 
fictional personal 
experiences, poetry, non-
fiction and real events;  

  reread and evaluate 
writing to check it makes 
sense and make simple 
revisions;  

 read writing aloud with 
appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear;  

  use new and familiar 
punctuation correctly;  

  use sentences in different 
forms;  

 expand noun phrases to 
describe and specify;  

  use past and present 
tense correctly and 
consistently;  

  use simple conjunctions to 
link subordinate and co-
ordinating clauses 

 
Spelling:  
Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc 
Spelling 
Book 2A Unit 1-7 plus Special 
Focus Units 

Reading: 
Writing: 

 Draft and write by noting ideas, 
key phrases and vocabulary, 
and composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally;  

 sequence sentences to form 
short narratives;  

  write for different purposes 
including about fictional 
personal experiences, poetry, 
non-fiction and real events;  

 reread and evaluate writing to 
check it makes sense and make 
simple revisions;  

  read writing aloud with 
appropriate intonation to make 
the meaning clear;  

  use new and familiar 
punctuation correctly;  

  use sentences in different 
forms;  

 expand noun phrases to 
describe and specify;  

 use past and present tense 
correctly and consistently;  

  use simple conjunctions to link 
-ordinating 

clauses. 
Spelling: 
Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc Spelling 
Book 2A Unit 8-14 plus Special Focus 
Units 

Reading: 
Writing: 

 Draft and write by composing and 
rehearsing sentences orally;  

  Sequence sentences to form short 
narratives;  

  Write for different purposes including 
about fictional personal experiences and 
fictional narratives;  

  Reread writing to check it makes sense 
and make simple revisions;  

 Read writing aloud with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Spelling: 
Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc Spelling 
Book 2B Unit 1-6  plus Special Focus Units 

Reading: 
Writing: 

 draft and write by noting ideas, key 
phrases and vocabulary, and 
composing and rehearsing sentences 
orally;  

 sequence sentences to form short 
narratives;  

  write for different purposes including 
about fictional personal experiences, 
poetry, non-fiction and real events; 
reread and evaluate writing to check 
it makes sense and make simple 
revisions;  

  read writing aloud with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear;  

  use new and familiar punctuation 
correctly;  

  use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe and 
specify;  

  use past and present tense correctly 
and consistently;  

  use simple conjunctions to link 
subordinate and co-ordinating 

clauses. 
Spelling: 
Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc Spelling 
Book 2B Unit 6-12 plus Special Focus Units.  

Reading: 
Writing: 
 

 Role on the Wall  

  Information Writing in a range of forms  

  Personal Narrative  

 Thought Bubbles  

  Questions and suggestions  

 Diary entry in role  

  Stream of Consciousness  

  Poetry  

 Persuasive argument  

 Letters and notes  

  Recipes and Instructions  

 Book Review  

  Book Trailer 
 

Spelling: 
Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc Spelling Book 2B Unit 12 – 15 plus 
Special Focus Units. 
 

Reading: 
Writing: 

 Personal Narrative  

  Diagrams and Plans  

  Instructions  

  Narrative  

  Kennings  

 Speech / Thought Bubbles  

  Persuasive Letter (informal)  

 News Script  

 Lists and Invitations  

 Persuasive Letter  

 Poetry  

  Information Writing  

 Personal Narrative  

  Extended Narrative and Book 
Making 

Spelling: Oxford Owl Read,Write Inc 
Spelling Book Recap and Revision 

MATHS 
See Maths Overview for 
detailed plan 

Number: W1-3 Place Value 
W5-8 Addition & Subtraction 

W9-10 Measurement: Money 
W11-12 Multiplication & division 

W1-2 Multiplication & division 
W3-4 Statistics 
W5-6 Properties of shape 

W7-10 Fractions 
W11 Measurement: length & height  
W12 Consolidation 

W1-2 Position & Direction 
W3-5 Problem Solving/Efficient Methods 

W6-7 Measurement: Time 
W8-10 Measurement: mass, capacity 
& temperature 
W11-12 Investigations 

SCIENCE Theme = HEALTHY ME! 
Animals , including humans 

 notice that animals, including 
humans, have offspring which 
grow into adults 

 find out about and describe 
the basic needs of animals, 
including humans, for 

 survival (water, food and air) 

 describe the importance for 
humans of exercise, eating 
the right amounts of different 
types of food, and hygiene 
 

Theme = MATERIALS MONSTER 
Uses of everyday materials 

 identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper 
and cardboard for particular uses 

Theme = MOVE IT 
Uses of everyday materials 

 find out how the shapes of solid objects 
made from some materials can be changed 
by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching 

Theme = YOUNG GARDENERS 
Plants 

 observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature plants 

 find out and describe how plants need 
water, light and a suitable temperature 
to grow and stay healthy 

Theme = MINI WORLDS 
Living things and their habitats 

 explore and compare the differences between things that 
are living, dead, and things that have never been alive 

 identify that most living things live in habitats to which 
they are suited and describe how different habitats 
provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they depend on each other 

 identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 
habitats, including microhabitats 

 describe how animals obtain their food from plants and 
other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 
identify and name different sources of food 

Theme = YOUNG MASTERCHEFS 

 Linked to Animals including 
humans objectives: 

 

  and identify and name different 
sources of food 

ART & DESIGN  Mixing paint to create 
secondary colours 

 Creating tones using 
white/black 
 

 Firework pictures – mixed media 
 

 Painting using oil/acrylic paint. 

 Vincent Van Gogh (Starry Night) 

 Save water (or other) posters/sculpture 
using nature.  

 Richard Shilling 

 Animal portraits – different techniques to create art. 

 Sarah Tayor 

 Food portraits 

 Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY 

   Using materials to build Tudor 
houses – which will not burn as 
quickly? Science link 

 Moving vehicles – space buggies  Clay plant pots  

   Vase using two pots combined. 

 Design and make Bird boxes  Cooking within Science topic for 
the queens party (end of term 

GEOGRAPHY  say what I like and do not like 
about the place I live in 

 say what I like and do not like 
about a different place 

 find where I live on a map of 
the United Kingdom 

 describe the key features of a 
place from a picture using 
words like beach, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, ocean, 
valley 

 explain the facilities that a village, 
town and city may need and give 
reasons 

 describe the key features of a place from a 
picture using words like beach, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, ocean, valley 

 Use aerial photography and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human & physical features 

 name the continents of the world and 
locate them on a map 

 describe a place outside Europe using 
geographical words 

 

 name the world oceans and locate them on a map 
 

 describe the key features of a place 
from a picture using words like 
beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
ocean, valley 

 Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school & its 
grounds, & the key human & 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment 

 

HISTORY  talk about our own history 
 

 Learn about the Great Fire of 
London 

 answer questions using books 
and the internet 

 use words and phrases like: 
before, after, past, present, 
then and now 

 recount the life of someone 
famous from Britain who lived 
in the past.  explain what they 
did earlier and what they did 
later 

 research the life of a famous person from 
the past using different sources of 
evidence 

 Compare significant individuals – Tim 
Peake and Neil Armstrong.  

  answer questions using books and the internet 

 use words and phrases like: before, after, past, present, 
then and now 
 
Linked to environmental issues and habitats.  

 give examples of things that were 
different when my grandparents 
were children. 

 find out things about the past by 
talking to an older person 
 

MUSIC 
 
See KS1 Musical 
Progression 
document.  

South African music 

 use their voices 
expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

  listen with concentration 
and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

Festivals and Christmas 

 use their voices expressively 
and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and 
rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded 
music  

 experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music 

Playing together in a band 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality 
live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

Reggae and animals 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

A song about being friends 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music 

The history of music, look back 
and consolidate your learning, 
learn some of the language of 
music 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music 

PE REAL PE 

 Coordination – footwork 

 Balance (one leg) 

Ball skills – throwing & 
catching, leading to games 

 use hitting, kicking and/or 
rolling in a game 

 decide the best space to be 
in during a game 

 use one tactic in a game 

 follow rules 

REAL PE 

 Dynamic balance – jumping & 
landing 

 Static balance – seated  
Ball skills – hitting & striking, 
leading to games 

 use hitting, kicking and/or rolling 
in a game 

 decide the best space to be in 
during a game 

 use one tactic in a game 

 follow rules 

REAL PE 

 Balance on a line 

 Static balance – stance 
Creative dance 

 change rhythm, speed, level and direction 
in my dance 

 dance with control and coordination 

 make a sequence by linking sections 
together 

 use dance to show a mood or feeling 

REAL PE 

 Ball skills – coordination 

 Counter balance with partner 
Cross cultural dance 

 change rhythm, speed, level and 
direction in my dance 

 dance with control and coordination 

 make a sequence by linking sections 
together 

 use dance to show a mood or feeling 

REAL PE 

 Sending & receiving 

 Agility – reaction/response 
Gymnastics 

 plan and perform a sequence of movements 

 improve my sequence based on feedback 

 think of more than one way to create a sequence which 
follows some ‘rules’ 

 work on my own and with a partner 

REAL PE 

 Agility – ball chasing 

 Floor work 
Athletics 

 copy and remember actions 

 talk about what is different from 
what I did and what someone else 
did  

COMPUTING 2.1 – Coding 

Algorithms, debugging, 

commands, create a program  

 

2.2 - Online Safety 

Searching, emails, digital footprints 

2.3 – Spreadsheets 

Copying & pasting, 
totalling, add 
amounts, table and 
block graphs 

2.4 – Questioning 
Pictograms, Yes & 
no questions, 
construct a binary 
tree, use a database 

2.5 – Effective Searching 
Searching terminology, understand 
searching, create a leaflet 

2.6 – Creating Pictures 
Look at impressionist art, 
recreate pointillist art (Seurat), 
Recreate art by Mondrian using 
lines, Morris using patterns, 
explore surrealism and ecollage 

2.7 – Making Music 
Explore, edit and 
combine sounds, 
add sounds to a 
tune, upload 
sounds, create a 
tune 

2.8 – Presenting ideas 
Present a story, make a quiz, 
make a fact file, presentation 

RE How is new life welcomed? How can we make good choices? How and why do people pray? How can we look after the planet? What did Jesus teach and how did he live?  
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PSHE Behaviour; bodies and feelings can be hurt R2/4/11/12  
Listening to others and playing cooperatively; appropriate and 
inappropriate touch; teasing and bullying  R6/7/10/13/14 
Respecting similarities and differences in others; sharing views and 
ideas.  
R5/8 
 

Healthy choices; different feelings; managing feelings  H2/4 
Recognising what they are good at; setting goals.  
Growing; changing and being more independent; correct names for body parts (including 
external genitalia) H3/8/9/10 
Keeping safe in different situations; how to ask for help if they are worried about something; 
privacy in different contexts H12/13/14/15/16 

Group and class rules; respecting their own and others’ needs; groups and communities they belong 
to; people who work in the community; getting help in an emergency L1/2/3/4/10  
Looking after the local environment L5 
Where money comes from; saving and spending money; making choices; keeping track of money 
spent/saved  L6/7 

 

 


