
    YEAR 1 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

YEAR 1 

AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

MARVELLOUS ME LETS’S CELEBRATE PAWS, CLAWS & WHISKERS SUPERHEROES TOYS 
AROUND THE 

WORLD  

ENGLISH Reading:  
Listen to, discuss and express views about 
books at a level beyond that which they can 
read independently;  

 discuss the significance of the title and 
events;  

 link what they hear or read to own 
experiences;  

 explain understanding of what is read;  

 discuss the sequence of events in books 
and how items of information are related;  

 discuss favourite words and phrases;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 predict what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read;  

 draw inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done;  

 participate in discussion about what is 
read, taking turns and listening to others;  

 express views about reading.  
 
Writing: 
Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases 
and vocabulary, and composing and 
rehearsing sentences orally; 

 sequence sentences to form short 
narratives; 

 write for different purposes including 
about fictional personal experiences, 
poetry, non-fiction and real events; 

 reread and evaluate writing to check it 
makes sense and make simple revisions;  

 read writing aloud with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear;  

 use new and familiar punctuation 
correctly;  

 use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe and 
specify;  

 use past and present tense correctly and 
consistently; 

 use simple conjunctions to link 
subordinate and co-ordinating clauses. 

 
Spelling: See Phonics Play planning. 

Reading: 
Listen to, discuss and express views 
about a wide range of poems at a level 
beyond that at which they can read 
independently;  

 link what they read or hear read to 
their own experiences;  

 recognise and join in with 
predictable phrases in poems and to 
recite some by heart;  

 to recognise simple recurring 
literary language in poetry;  

 discuss and clarify word meanings, 
linked to those already known;  

 discuss favourite words and 
phrases;  

 continue to build up a repertoire of 
poems learnt by heart, appreciating 
these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear;  

 make inferences on the basis of 
what is said and done;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 explain and discuss understanding 
of poems; those they listen to and 
those read independently.  

 
Writing: 
Develop positive attitudes and stamina 
for writing by writing poetry;  

 draft and write by noting ideas, key 
phrases and vocabulary, and 
composing and rehearsing phrases 
and sentences orally; 

 write for different purposes 
including poetry;  

 reread and evaluate writing to 
check it makes sense and make 
simple revisions;  

 read writing aloud with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning 
clear;  

 use new and familiar punctuation 
correctly;  

 use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe 
and specify. 

 
Spelling: See Phonics Play planning. 
 
 

Reading: 
Listen to, discuss and express views about books at a level beyond that 
which they can read independently;  

 discuss the significance of the title and events;  

 link what they hear or read to own experiences;  

 explain understanding of what is read;  

 discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of information 
are related;  

 discuss favourite words and phrases;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read;  

 draw inferences on the basis of what is being said and done;  

 participate in discussion about what is read, taking turns and listening 
to others;  

 express views about reading.  
 
Writing: 
draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and vocabulary, and 
composing and rehearsing sentences orally;  

 sequence sentences to form short narratives;  

 write for different purposes including about fictional personal 
experiences, poetry, non-fiction and real events; 

 reread and evaluate writing to check it makes sense and make simple 
revisions;  

 read writing aloud with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear;  

 use new and familiar punctuation correctly;  

 use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe and specify;  

 use past and present tense correctly and consistently;  

 use simple conjunctions to link subordinate and co-ordinating clauses. 
 
Spelling: See Phonics Play planning. 
 

Reading: 
Listen to, discuss and express views about books 
at a level beyond that which they can read 
independently;  

 discuss the significance of the title and 
events;  

 link what they hear or read to own 
experiences;  

 explain understanding of what is read;  

 discuss the sequence of events in books and 
how items of information are related;  

 discuss favourite words and phrases;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 predict what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read;  

 draw inferences on the basis of what is being 
said and done;  

 participate in discussion about what is read, 
taking turns and listening to others;  

 express views about reading.  
 
Writing: 
Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and 
vocabulary, and composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally;  

 sequence sentences to form short narratives;  

 write for different purposes including about 
fictional personal experiences, poetry, non-
fiction and real events;  

 reread and evaluate writing to check it makes 
sense and make simple revisions;  

 read writing aloud with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear;  

 use new and familiar punctuation correctly;  

 use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe and specify; 
 
Spelling: See Phonics Play planning. 
  

Reading: 
Listen to, discuss and express views about books 
at a level beyond that which they can read 
independently;  

 discuss the significance of the title and events;  

 link what they hear or read to own 
experiences;  

 explain understanding of what is read;  

 discuss the sequence of events in books and 
how items of information are related;  

 discuss favourite words and phrases;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 predict what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read;  

 draw inferences on the basis of what is being 
said and done;  

 participate in discussion about what is read, 
taking turns and listening to others;  

 express views about reading.  
 
Writing: 
Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and 
vocabulary, and composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally;  

 sequence sentences to form short narratives;  

 write for different purposes including about 
fictional personal experiences, poetry, non-
fiction and real events;  

 reread and evaluate writing to check it makes 
sense and make simple revisions;  

 read writing aloud with appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning clear;  

 use new and familiar punctuation correctly;  

 use sentences in different forms;  

 expand noun phrases to describe and specify; 
 
Spelling: See Phonics Play planning.  
 

Reading: 
listen to, discuss and express 
views about books at a level 
beyond that which they can 
read independently;  

 discuss the significance of 
the title and events;  

 link what they hear or read 
to own experiences;  

 explain understanding of 
what is read;  

 discuss the sequence of 
events in books and how 
items of information are 
related;  

 discuss favourite words and 
phrases;  

 answer and ask questions;  

 predict what might happen 
on the basis of what has 
been read;  

 draw inferences on the basis 
of what is being said and 
done;  

 participate in discussion 
about what is read, taking 
turns and listening to others;  

 express views about reading.  
 
Writing: 
draft and write by noting ideas, 
key phrases and vocabulary, and 
composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally;  

 sequence sentences to form 
short narratives;  

 write for different purposes 
including about fictional 
personal experiences, 
poetry, non-fiction and real 
events; 

 
Spelling: See Phonics Play 
planning. 

MATHS 
See WRM - Maths 
Overview for detailed 
plan 

 Place Value (within 10) 

 Addition & Subtraction (within 10) 

Addition & Subtraction (within 
10) 
Shape 

 Place Value (within 20) 

 Addition & Subtraction (within 20) 

 Place Value (within 50) 
(Multiples of 2,5,10 included) 
Length & Height 

Multiplication & Division (Multiples of 
2,5,10 included) 

 Number Fractions 

Position & Direction 

 Place Value (within 
100) 

Money,  
Time 

SCIENCE Theme = OUR BODIES 
Animals , including humans 

 identify, name, draw and label the 
basic parts of the human body and say 
which part of the body is associated 
with each sense 

Theme = CELEBRATIONS – 
Light & Dark 
Seasonal Changes 
Dark and Cold 

 observe changes across the four 
seasons 

 observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and 
how day length varies 

Theme = PAWS, CLAWS & WHISKERS 
Animals , including humans 

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

 identify and name a variety of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

 describe and compare the structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
including pets) 

Theme = SUPERHEROS 
Seasonal Changes 
Light and Warmth 

 observe changes across the four seasons 

 observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length 
varies 

Theme = TOYS 
Plants  

 identify and name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen trees 

 identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees 

Theme = AROUND THE 
WORLD 
Everyday materials 

 distinguish between an 
object and the material 
from which it is made 

 identify and name a 
variety of everyday 
materials, including 
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wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock 

 describe the simple 
physical properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials 

 compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of their simple 
physical properties 

ART & DESIGN  Name the primary and secondary 
colours.  

 Mix colours using powder paints. 

 Hold a paint brush & use it correctly. 

 Show how people feel in paintings 
and drawings – Link to ‘ourselves.’ 

 Create moods in art work – ‘The Dot’ 
story – Talk about others art work. 

Kandinsky – colour mixing & 
shades. 

 Name the primary and 
secondary colours.  

 Use different techniques to 
create work  - printing, splatter 
painting,  collage, painting – 
Celebrations. 

 Describe what see and give an 
opinion about the work of an 
artist. 

 

Henri Rousseau – Jungle Paintings. 

 Describe what see and give an opinion about the work of an 
artist. 

 ask questions about a piece of art. 

 use pencils to create lines of different thickness in drawings.  

 Cut, roll and coil materials 
 

 create a repeating pattern in print. 
 

Arcimboldo – Fruit & Vegetable faces 
 

 Describe what see and give an opinion 
about the work of an artist. 

 ask questions about a piece of art. 
 

 Use IT to create a picture 

DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 Use my own ideas to make something 
– using creative resources,  
play dough, construction – own ideas 
& linked to  the theme. 

 Choose appropriate resources and 
tools & use them appropriately. 

 Use scissors correctly and learn to cut 
with control. 

 

 Use my own ideas to make 
something – using creative 
resources,  
play dough, construction – own 
ideas & linked to the theme. 

 choose appropriate resources 
and tools & use them 
appropriately 

 Follow instructions to 
complete a process. 

 use my own ideas to make something - animal 

 describe how something works. 

 make a product which moves - animal 

 make a simple plan before making - animal 

make a simple plan before making – moving 

superhero, mask, cape. 

use my own ideas to make something – as 

above 

 explain to someone else how I want to 
make my product. 

 choose appropriate resources and tools. 
 

 describe how something works. - toys 

 make my model stronger. - toy 

 explain to someone else how I want to 
make my product. 

 

 cut food safely. 
 

GEOGRAPHY  explain how the weather changes 
throughout the year and name the 
seasons. 

 explain where I live and tell someone 
my address 

 name the four countries in the United 
Kingdom and locate them on a map 

 name some of the main towns and 
cities in the United Kingdom 
 

 explain how the weather 
changes throughout the year and 
name the seasons. 

 keep a weather chart and 
answer questions about the 
weather 
 

 

 explain some of the main things that are in hot and cold 
places. 

 explain the clothes that I would wear in hot and cold places. 
 

 explain how the weather changes 
throughout the year and name the 
seasons. 

 keep a weather chart and answer 
questions about the weather. 

 

  explain some of the main 
things that are in hot and 
cold places 

 explain the clothes that I 
would wear in hot and 
cold places 

 name the four countries 
in the United Kingdom 
and locate them on a map 

 name some of the main 
towns and cities in the 
United Kingdom 

 Name the capital cities of 
England, Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland 

 Use simple compass 
directions and locational 
& directional language to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map 

 

HISTORY   explain how I have changed 
since I was born – Link to 
Birthdays 
 

  explain how some people have helped 
us to have better lives e.g. Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole 

 spot old and new things in a picture – 
hospitals past and present 

 recognise that some objects belonged to 
the past -  
 
 

 ask and answer questions about old and 
new objects - toys 

 use words and phrases like: old, new and 
a long time ago 

 explain what an object from the past 
might have been used for - toys 

 recognise that some objects belonged to 
the past 

 spot old and new things in a picture 
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MUSIC 
 
See KS1 Musical 
Progression 
document.  

Hey You! 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

Rhythm in the way we walk and 
the Banana Rap 

 use their voices expressively 
and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and 
rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded 
music  

 experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

In the Groove 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

  listen with concentration and understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of music 

Round and Round 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

Your Imagination 

 use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically 

  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music 

  experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  

  play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically 

  listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded music  

 experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

PE REAL PE 

 Coordination – footwork 

 Balance (one leg) 

Ball skills – throwing & catching 

 throw underarm 

 move and stop safely 

 throw and catch with both hands 

 throw and kick in different ways 

REAL PE 

 Dynamic balance – jumping & 
landing 

 Static balance – seated  
Ball skills – bat & ball  

 hit a ball with a bat 

 move and stop safely 

REAL PE 

 Balance on a line 

 Static balance – stance 
Creative dance 

 move to music 

 copy dance moves 

 perform my own dance moves 

 make up a short dance 

 move safely in a space 

REAL PE 

 Ball skills – coordination 

 Counter balance with partner 
Gymnastics 

 make my body curled, tense, stretched 
and relaxed 

 control my body when travelling and 
balancing 

 copy sequences and repeat them 

 roll, curl, travel and balance in different 
ways 

REAL PE 

 Sending & receiving 

 Agility – reaction/response 
Invasion games 

 Group games 

 Making rules 

REAL PE 

 Agility – ball chasing 

 Floor work 
Athletics 

 copy actions 

 repeat actions and skills 

 move with control and 
care 

 use equipment safely 

COMPUTING 1.1 Online Safety & Exploring Purple 
Mash  

Use technology safely and respectfully, 
keeping personal information private; 
identify where to go for help and 
support when they have concerns about 
content or contact on the internet or 
other online technologies. 

Unit 1.2 Grouping & Sorting 

Understand what algorithms are; 

how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices; and 

that programs execute by following 

precise and unambiguous 

instructions. 

Use technology purposefully to 

create, organise, store, manipulate 

and retrieve digital content 

Unit 1.4 Lego Builders 
Understand what algorithms 
are; how they are 
implemented as programs on 
digital devices; and that 
programs execute by following 
precise and unambiguous 
instructions. 

Unit 1.5 Maze Explorers 
Understand what algorithms 
are; how they are 
implemented as programs on 
digital devices; and that 
programs execute by following 
precise and unambiguous 
instructions. 
Create and debug simple 
programs 
Use logical reasoning to 
predict the behaviour of 
simple programs 

Unit 1.6 Animated Story 
Books 
Use technology 
purposefully to create, 
organise, store, manipulate 
and retrieve digital content 

Unit 1.7 Coding 
Understand what algorithms 
are; how they are 
implemented as programs on 
digital devices; and that 
programs execute by following 
precise and unambiguous 
instructions. 
Create and debug simple 
programs 
Use logical reasoning to 
predict the behaviour of 
simple programs 
Use technology purposefully to 
create, organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve digital 
content 

Unit 1.8 Spreadsheets 
Use technology 
purposefully to create, 
organise, store, manipulate 
and retrieve digital content 

Unit 1.9 Technology outside 
school 
Recognise common uses of 
information technology 
beyond school 

RE Which Books & Stories are special? 

Harvest Festival 

How do we celebrate special 

events? 

EYFS & KS1 Christmas Perf 

What does it mean to belong to a church or mosque? 

Church Service 

What does it mean to belong to a church or 

mosque? 

Easter Service 

How & why do we care for others? 

Church Service 

Who brought messages 

about God & what did they 

say? 

 

PSHE What helps keep bodies healthy; hygiene routines  H1/6/7 
Recognising what they are good at; setting goals. Change and loss and how it 
feels H3/5 
Keeping safe around household products; how to ask for help if worried about 
something H11/12/13/14/15 
 
 

Recognising feelings in self and others; sharing feelings  R1 
Secrets and keeping safe; special people in their lives  R3/9 
Respecting similarities and differences in others; sharing views and  
Ideas R5/8 

Group and class rules; everybody is unique/different in some ways and the 
same in others ways. L1/2/8/9 
Looking after the local environment L5  
Cross Year group project - Y1 and Y2   
Where money comes from; how to use money -saving and spending money 
L6/7  

 

 


