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Marking and Feedback Policy 
 

RATIONALE 
This policy sets out an approach throughout the school and across the curriculum, to ensure that all children 
have their work marked in such a way that it is likely to improve their learning, develop their self-confidence, 
raise self-esteem and provide opportunities for self-assessment. 
 
As a result of this policy there will be consistency in the way that children’s work is marked across all the 
Key Stages. 
 

AIMS 
• To provide appropriate feedback to children, recognising pupil achievements and effort and 

identifying next steps. 

• To highlight progress towards, or achievement of, the learning objective and success criteria 

• To use marking to identify children’s needs 

• To use as a method to monitor progress 

• To provide dialogue between child and teacher 

• To provide evidence for assessment 

• To inform future planning including differentiation 

• To give an insight to parents of their child’s progress 

• To involve children in self-evaluation and target setting 

• To use marking as a strategy to encourage and develop a child’s self esteem 
 

PRINCIPLES OF THE POLICY 
1. Marking should be fair and consistently applied by all staff, including supply staff. 
2. It should be positive and constructive. 
3. Criteria should be established before the work begins. 
4. Marking should be undertaken as soon after the work is completed as possible. 
5. Marking needs to offer positive benefits to teachers, pupils and parents. 
6. It needs to be selective both in terms of what needs to be highlighted for individuals and what is 

appropriate to them. 
 
Work completed across the curriculum should be marked in accordance with the reading, writing and 
maths skills of the pupils. 
Pupils will be taught self-editing skills by Year 1 and will build on these skills in each year group. Pupils will 
be taught the process of self-evaluation. 
 
Teaching Assistants can mark the work that has been completed by the group they have been working with, if 
requested by the teacher. They must also follow this policy. 

 
PUPIL INVOLVEMENT & SELF ASSESSMENT 

Pupils should be asked to self-assess at the end of lessons, against the objective, via the 
agreed colour scheme; 

 Red = Not Ok, I need help      
 Amber = Ok, need checking      

Green = Good & confident 

 
Pupils will be encouraged to add comments about their work as appropriate. 

 
Pupils should be given time to respond to marking and feedback at the start of the next lesson. 
Pupils should be given time to practise highlighted spellings.  
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IDENTIFICATION, CORRECTION AND EDITING OF ERRORS (SPELLING AND GRAMMAR) 
 
STA guidance for KS1 and KS2 teacher assessment states that if a specific line including a spelling or grammar 
mistake is identified by the teacher, then any subsequent editing of those errors is not independent. Children 
can, however, be asked to check their spellings or punctuation at the end of a paragraph. Staff therefore, need 
to work towards this level of independence with their children. 

 

 
MARKING CRITERIA & AGREED PROTOCOL 

 

 F KS1 KS2 

Objective 

• All work to be dated 

• To be put at top of piece of work 

• To be written as ‘I am learning to…’ 

• Marking comment to relate to objective and direct to next step, consolidate or 
challenge to follow up (we recognise that there are occasions when this will not 
be necessary e.g. a final draft) 

Support 

It will be assumed that all work is independent unless indicated by either; 

• Teacher/Adult assisted stamp or; 

• W/S to indicate ‘with support’ 

Comment 

• To be written in different colour from children’s writing 

• Offer positive recognition of efforts and improvements 

• Encourage two-way dialogue 

Maths 
• Dot or circle around incorrect answer 

• No X to be used 

 
 
EVALUATION & REVIEW 
The Headteacher and teaching staff will evaluate the implementation of the Marking Policy. Views will be 
sought from teaching assistants and pupils. This document will be reviewed every three years unless required 
sooner.  

 

Step 1 
Identify the error (underline or highlight) and correct it.  
Teach or provide a strategy that will help the child to remember and prevent them 
making the same mistake.  

Step 2 
Identify the error, using ‘Sp’ or ‘G’, without correcting.  
Child to correct. 

Step 3 
Identify the line the error has been made by writing spelling or grammar in the 
margin.  
Child to correct 

Step 4 
Identify number of errors at the end of a paragraph – ‘there are four spelling 
mistakes in this paragraph. Find them and correct them’ 

Step 5 
Remind child to check spellings or punctuation at the end of a paragraph or piece of 
writing. 


